PRESS RELEASE
EXHIBITION

LIVING TOGETHER. Strategies for Co-habitation
May 29 – Sept 20 2009
DATES
May 29 – Sept 20
PLACE
Exhibition galleries on
the 1st floor
HOURS
Tuesday through
Saturday (including
holidays)
from 11.00 am to 9.00
pm
Sundays, from 11.00 am
to 3.00 pm
PRODUCTION
Centro Cultural
Montehermoso
Kulturunea, VitoriaGasteiz
CURATORS
Xabier Arakistain and
Emma Dexter
Nicole Eisenman. Brooklyn Biergarten II, 2008. Courtesy Nicole Eisenman + Barbara Weiss Galerie, Berlin

ARTISTS: 14

Daniel Baker (St Mary, Kent, UK, 1961.
Lives and works in London)

Josephine Meckseper (Lilienthal, Germany,
1964. Lives and works in New York, USA)

Marcus Coates (1968, London, UK. Lives
and works in London)

Mai-Thu Perret (Geneva, Switzerland, 1976.
Lives and works in Geneva)

Gardar Eide Einarsson (Oslo, Norway,
1976. Lives and works in New York, USA)

Société Réaliste (Ferenc Gróf Pecs, Hungary,
1972 y Jean-Baptiste Naudy, France, 1982. Live and
work in Paris, France)

Nicole Eisenman (Verdun, France, 1965.
Lives and works in New York, USA)
Claire Fontaine (artist group founded in
Paris, France, 2004. Live and work in Paris)
Dora García (Valladolid, 1965. Lives and
works in Brussels, Belgium)
Delaine Le Bas (Worthing, West Sussex,
UK, 1965. Lives and works in Worthing)

Paula Trope (Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1962. Lives
and works in Rio de Janeiro)
Eulàlia Valldosera (Vilafranca del Penedès,
Barcelona, 1963. Lives and works in Barcelona)
Lynette Yiadom-Boakye (London, UK, 1977.
Lives and works in London)
Artur śmijewski (Warsaw, Poland, 1966. Lives
and works in Warsaw)
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SYNTHESIS OF THE EXHIBITION PROJECT

With the exhibition ‘LIVING TOGETHER. Strategies For Co-Habitation’, MARCO of Vigo continues
strengthening their programming of thesis and group shows which this year 2009 joins a new line
of solo shows to complete the exhibitions and activities offered for the following months.
Produced by Centro Cultural Montehermoso of Vitoria-Gasteiz, and curated by the Director, Xabier
Arakistain, and Emma Dexter, LIVING TOGETHER deals with the notion of co-habitation in
contemporary world, and with the social and political values that conforms it. The exhibition brings
14 artists from a variety of contexts together, who show recent works that have been made over
the last six years, but also works specially commissioned for this project: photographs, videos,
installations, video installations, paintings, sculptures, and other media.
Beginning with a ponderance on plurality of groups and individuals in today’s society, LIVING
TOGETHER offers various narrative visions and values which regulate the idea of co-habitation.
The curators have planned the exhibition as an exercise of analysis, by bringing artist groups and
artists together with different origins, who — with a critical eye — research the concept of cohabitation and the role played by the systems of representation in contemporary world.
The works and artists present in this exhibition propose an open and multiple reflexion, as they
formulate alternative strategies for co-habitation. According to the curators, “In an age that
celebrates individuality, the works show how groups and communities form themselves into
alternative structures for mutual support and advancement, and how hope resides in activism,
agency, and DIY action, against a background of general political apathy.”

VENUES
• Centro Cultural Montehermoso Kulturunea, Vitoria-Gasteiz: Jan 23 – May 3 2009
• MARCO, Museo de Arte Contemporánea de Vigo: May 29 – Sep 20 2009

INFORMATION AND TOURS
Members of the museum staff are available in the halls to provide visitors with information, in
addition to the regular guided tours:
• Every day at 6:00 pm
• ‘A la carte’ tours for groups, by appointment at the tel. 986 113 900/11
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TEXT BY THE CURATORS

“What is happening with and within the interrelational space of contemporary societies? What
mechanisms, that very often operate covertly, are being used to arrange it? Which values must we
question, build, agree and guarantee, in order to create the basis for a better coexistence in the
21st century?
LIVING TOGETHER deals with a number of social, political, economical and emotional conflicts that
characterise the beginning of this century, and demonstrates that these spheres are intimately
related. Invoking the conflicts that bring the broad gamut of present subjects into confrontation
with one another, the show sets out to question how narratives, that inform and regulate the idea
of living together in our societies, are constructed and negotiated. The exhibition examines various
long, medium and short term narratives, such as those governing social values, or the freedom of
the individual and their social and/or state control, to migratory flows, sexual or ethnic difference,
work, unemployment, poverty, human rights, etc, that are either perpetuated or re-built on a daily
basis.

The exhibition has been constructed as an analytical device that seeks to reveal the web of
ideologies feeding these narratives and producing these conflicts, as well as showing the part that
representational systems play in the processes of negotiation or the imposition of coexistence.

LIVING TOGETHER brings 14 artists from a variety of contexts together, presenting recent and
specially commissioned work in painting, sculpture, installation, text, performance, photography
and video. In these works, while taking very different positions, the artists propose multiple and
open explorations of the questions outlined above, offering a series of contemporary strategies for
cohabitation that are an alternative to the hegemonic ones. In an age that celebrates individuality,
the works show how groups and communities form themselves into alternative structures for
mutual support and advancement, and how hope resides in activism, agency, and DIY action,
against a background of general political apathy.

Gardar Eide Einarsson’s austere signs and flags express a strongly critical view of governmental
authority, power and control exercised over individuals and groups, while Nicole Eisenman’s
paintings explore the very nature of the human condition - using bleak humour she reveals society
as groups of isolated individuals struggling to cope, existing not being. The artist group Claire
Fontaine’s customised coins, neons and other apparently innocuous objects function at the
interface between art and activism, exposing the aggression and violence inherent in hypercapitalism.
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Société Réaliste’s EU Green Card: The Lagos File project explores the migration industry and
how Europe manages its borders and workforce. Paula Trope’s photographic series Sem Simpatia
depicts Rio’s favela-dwelling young men and boys — the images created by the marginalized
subjects themselves using homemade tin-can pinhole cameras, distributed by the artist. Dora
García’s video Céllule Cité Lénine examines the dystopian legacy of the perceived failure of
modernist experimental architecture, while Eulàlia Valldosera’s photographs map the hidden
dramas, structures and politics of contemporary social groups and situations.

Josephine Meckseper’s sculptures and installations probe the interface between high fashion,
commodity fetishism and political activism, and the symbolic realm occupied by objects of desire
or ideological aspiration. Mai-Thu Perret has created a meta-narrative of an all female
community who have turned their backs upon society: her giant teapot a possible relic of US
South Western Desert alternative cultural fantasy. Daniel Baker’s installation creates a
disorientating labyrinth of ambiguous and contradictory signs and messages, his mirrored surfaces
creating multi-layered works referencing culture, history, authorship and agency. Marcus
Coates’s brand of poetic conceptualism holds out hope for the continuance of social cohesion and
community by deploying beauty and spirituality to combat isolation and decay.

Delaine Le Bas’s delicately embroidered and collaged installations conceal bitter anger in the face
of continuing hypocrisy and prejudice expressed against marginalized communities. Artur
śmijewski’s video, is an experiment designed to reflect the conflicts inherent in society; in Them,
the artist deliberately engineers a confrontational meeting of radically different but equally
polarized groups — the result is simultaneously hilarious and depressing. Lynette YiadomBoakye’s paintings always focus upon an imaginary subject; in Pleased to Meet You she explores
a single individual as they evolve in different moods and ages; her oeuvre explores the enigma of
the self in relation to surroundings and the context of a community of others.”

Xabier Arakistain & Emma Dexter
Curators of the Exhibition
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ABOUT THE CURATORS

Xabier Arakistain is Director of the Centro Cultural Montehermoso Kulturunea, the first
contemporary art and thinking centre in the State which develops and applies policies of equality
between sexes in art and culture. Previously Arakistain worked as an independent curator beginning
back in 1999, when he opened Trans Sexual Express, an exhibition in which he incorporated the sex
quota as a curatorial criterion. From 2001 to 2003 he was head of programming at the Exhibition
Hall of Fundación Bilbao Arte Fundazioa, and from 2003 to 2006 he headed the discussion groups on
art and feminism at ARCO Art Fair, from where he launched the Arco Manifest 2005. He has also
curated several Leigh Bowery retrospectives and the group shows Para todos los públicos/For all
audiences, Kiss Kiss Bang Bang, 45 años de arte y feminismo [45 Years of Art and Feminism],
Switch on the Power. Ruido y políticas musicales [Switch On The Power. Noise And Musical Policies],
and, together with Maura Reilly, La Mirada Iracunda/The Furious Gaze.
Emma Dexter is Director of Exhibitions at Timothy Taylor Gallery, London. She has curated various
group shows at the gallery including Ballet Mecanique, 2007, Ventriloquist, 2009, and curated solo
exhibitions at the gallery by Armen Eloyan, Mai-Thu Perret and Susan Hiller. From 2000 - 2007 she
was a Senior Curator at Tate Modern, where she curated exhibitions by Pierre Huyghe 2006, Frida
Kahlo 2005, Luc Tuymans, and Bruce Nauman, 2004, and curated Tate's first photography exhibition
Cruel and Tender in 2003. In 2005 she wrote the introductory essay for Phaidon's Vitamin D — a
survey of contemporary drawing. From 1992-2000 she was Director of Exhibitions at the ICA,
London, where she mounted early London exhibitions by Marlene Dumas, Luc Tuymans, John Currin,
Gary Hume, Jake and Dinos Chapman and Steve McQueen.
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REQUESTS FOR GRAPHIC MATERIALS
EXHIBITION
‘LIVING TOGETHER. Strategies for Co-habitation’
GRAPHIC MATERIAL AVAILABLE TO THE PRESS:
CD including texts and photographs of the exhibition in different formats.
IF YOU WISH TO RECEIVE DOCUMENTATION, PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND SEND IT
BY E-MAIL, FAX OR MAIL POST TO:
MARCO, Museo de Arte Contemporánea de Vigo
Rúa Príncipe 54
36202 Vigo (Pontevedra). Spain
Communication & Press Department
Marta Viana Tomé
Pilar Souto Soto
Tel. +34 986 113908 / 113903
Fax +34 986 113901
marta.viana@marcovigo.com
pilar.souto@marcovigo.com
Please, specify: the image format required, as well as the medium for which the
documentation is requested.
Format required:
Name and surname:

Interests:

Telephone:

Title/position:

Address:

Fax:

Medium:

City and post code:

E-mail:

Section/ Programme:

Alternative address:

Other:

We would appreciate it if you could send us an issue of the published report to our
Communication Department.
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