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“There is a place similar to this one: a parallel reality that takes the form of a
relatively close fiction. Hay un lugar [There is a Place] is an exhibition project that
brings together works situated between sculpture and installation, structured around
the idea of an apparent triumph of evil over good, while still allowing for a trace of
hope.

The exhibition is conceived as a narrative and interconnected whole, in which each
work stands on its own, while also establishing relationships with the others and with
the space they occupy.”

Alberto Ardid
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ALBERTO ARDID. Hay un lugar [There is a Place]

Pasolini said that it only takes a millimetric shift of the point from which one views the world
to see a different one. Alberto Ardid (Vigo, 1986) puts this into practice, but without even
shifting his eyes: he observes reality and questions it not for its appearance but for what it
represents, suggests, and conceals. He seeks out suitable materials and offers his
commentary in images that are purposeful, yet always open to interpretation.

In Hay un lugar, he transforms the inner courtyards of the MARCO Museum into outdoor
spaces. In one of them, he displays Lugar, an installation that revolves around the notion of
private property, in its Galician version — colored shapes (paintings, carpets) imitate plots
of land or estates, with stone frames delimiting their boundaries. All together it forms a
landscape, in which we start to discern details and intentions: the protecting glass pieces on
the top of the wall that first greets the visitor have been replaced by fragments of Sargadelos
pottery; the yellow shapes, denoting the land of the estates, are being stalked by gray ones;
a watchful bow looms over us from a nearby balcony and is already claiming its first
victims...

Alberto Ardid. Lugar, 2026. Installation. Photo: courtesy of the artist
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ALBERTO ARDID. Hay un lugar [There is a Place]

Private property encroaches on public space in the first gallery, where services—education,
food, energy, leisure—have been bunched together. Everything seems interconnected, but
one should pause to contemplate each work, because an attentive observer will notice a
less peaceful, but equally real, side and no small number of surprises, such as blackboards
transformed into targets, paintings that have been vacuum-sealed like fresh food, or a lit
candle defying the museum'’s fire alarm.

Throughout the galleries, we withess a succession of paradoxes, of deliberate
confrontations: bronze nests, which are actually Asian hornet nests; COVID dust
transformed into a relic; paintings displayed like mass-produced industrial goods...

Like a story being told in sequences, the second courtyard offers up a warm, familiar image
at first glance, with a palleiro (hayloft) and allusions to a landscape and a sun (Universe). But
the stage being set soon comes under discussion as we discover other possible
interpretations — the landscape is actually a banner, a shot is fired from the palleiro. Some
actions are more intimate, like the temptation hidden in the cleaning closet, or the machine
that insistently begs the viewer to unplug it.

Alberto Ardid. Eppur si muove, 2017
Acrylic on wood. 2,10 m in diameter
Photo: courtesy of the artist
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ALBERTO ARDID. Hay un lugar [There is a Place]

In the second gallery, the opposite effect tends to be at work — felling a tree can be
ecologically beneficial act, if that tree is a eucalyptus; broken materials are humorously
reassembled; lonic ornaments customize an industrial support, while masterpieces find an
almost unvisited place for themselves. We walk amidst the refuse, but some hope remains.

Reality returns in the panopticon, envisaged as a crossroads where the aftermath of an
accident and the memento of a bouquet of chrysanthemums, are evidence of a gesture that
sparks empathy.

The above is not a narrative, nor an explanation. Itis an invitation to visit with curiosity, to be
open to different interpretations, as Alberto Ardid never designs works to be closed.

Miguel Fernandez-Cid and Pilar Souto Soto, curators of the exhibition

Alberto Ardid. Sutura, 2018

6 pieces, 91 x 56 cm each. granite with adhesive tape; cement with staples; metal with glue; wood with tin
soldering; cardboard with expanded polyurethane; paper with cement.

Photo: courtesy of the artist
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ABOUT THE ARTIST

Alberto Ardid de Cabo (Vigo, Spain, 1986) works on the production of pieces and
installations that can be situated between perception and materiality, bringing together
different elements that, in turn, may represent opposing ideas. To this end, he frequently
employs construction materials and visual references which, when combined and
decontextualised, generate multiple meanings and strong contrasts. In many of his works,
he also incorporates abstract pictorial interventions that are combined with other clearly
recognisable elements, with references to history and mass culture from a Galician and yet
a universal perspective.

He holds a degree in Fine Arts from the University of Barcelona (2010), a Master’s degree in
Teacher Training specialising in Drawing from the University of Vigo (2013), and is currently
pursuing a PhD in Fine Arts at the same university.

His work has been featured in solo exhibitions such as Patria Unifamiliar (Galeria Trinta,
Santiago de Compostela, 2025); Cuidado com o cao (Espacio Sirvent, Vigo, 2024); Del lat.
Factura (Galeria Arniches, Madrid, 2024); 00:00 (Sala Apo’strophe, Vigo, 2020); Gravidade
(Espazo Cubo, Vigo, 2019).

Since 2008, he has taken part in numerous group exhibitions, including, among the most
recent: XIV Premio Auditorio de Galicia (Santiago de Compostela, 2025); Territorio
Contemporanea. Coleccion Abanca (Santiago de Compostela, 2025); Grazas pola sua visita
(Sala Manuel Moldes, Pontevedra, 2025); Two Spanish Artists in Europe (European Court of
Auditors, Luxembourg, 2024); Algo que brilla (Bienal, Fundacién Sales, Vigo, 2024); Pregar a
pintura (Museo de Pontevedra, 2024); O que hai (Fundacién Laxeiro, Vigo, 2023); Hecho en
casa. Video Arte doméstico actual en Espafia (Centro Condeduque, Madrid, 2023); Arniches
se escribe con V de Vigo (Galeria Arniches, Madrid, 2023).

An artist engaged in residencies and conferences, Ardid's work is featured in numerous
publications and catalogues, and he has received awards and distinctions in competitions
such as the Premio Bienal de Arte del Morrazo. XXIV BAM Beca de estudios artisticos
(Cangas do Morrazo, 2022); 2nd Prize, XVI Certamen de Artes Plasticas (Diputaciéon de
Ourense, 2021); Acquisition Award, XVII Certamen de Arte Isaac Diaz Pardo (Diputacion de A
Corufa, 2021); Plastika 19. Museo del Mar de Galicia (Vigo, 2019); as well as more recent
acquisitions by Casa de Indias. Feria UVNT (Madrid, 2024); and Coleccion MICA (Vigo,
2025).

+ INFO: www.myfriendeskio.com
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GENERAL INFORMATION / DOCUMENTATION / ACTIVITIES

Opening hours

Tuesday to Saturday (including public holidays): 11:00-14:30 and 17:00-21:00
Sundays: 11:00-14:30

School Programmes

In collaboration with “la Caixa” Foundation

From 12 May

Schedule: Tuesday to Friday, 10:00-11:30 and 11:30-13:00
By prior appointment: Tel. +34 986 113 900 ext. 200 / ext. 308
/ comunicacion@marcovigo.com

Programmes for Associations, Community Groups, and Groups with Specific
Needs

In collaboration with “la Caixa” Foundation

From 12 May

Schedule: Flexible, depending on needs and availability

By prior appointment: Tel. +34 986 113 900 ext. 200 / ext. 308
/ comunicacion@marcovigo.com

Children’s Workshops

In collaboration with “la Caixa” Foundation

From 8 May

Schedule: Saturdays, 11:00-12:30 (ages 3-6) and 12:30-14:00 (ages 7-12)
Advance registration required / recepcion@marcovigo.com

Information and guided tours

Gallery staff are available for queries and information about the exhibition, additionally tours
are available: every day at 18.00. ‘A la carte’ visits for groups, for reservations please call:
Tel. +34 986 113900 / +34 986 113908.

Press Office / Communications

Marta Viana Tomé

Tel. +34 986 113900 ext. 308 / 886 129061
comunicacion@marcovigo.com
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